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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

People who do not have a genuine commitment to follow Jesus Christ through the discipline of the 
church can be heard to say, “We know that we should go to church, but there are so many good 
causes.”  The church’s public role as the bearer of the good news of Christ has been revitalized in the 
21st century. American culture is increasingly shaped by men and women who would rather sleep in or 
play golf or go hiking or “like” one another on Facebook rather than go to church on a Sunday morn-
ing. Surveys consistently show a decline in the numbers of persons who identify themselves as 
mainline Protestants (though there have been smaller losses among white evangelicals as well). Ca-
tholicism is holding its own with a stable 22 percent of the public, but its ethnic composition has 
shifted dramatically – about half of all Catholics younger than 40 are Latino. 

One group, however, is growing at a significant rate: those with no religious affiliation, also known 
as “nones” (as in “none of the above”). In the 1950s this was about 2 percent of the population. In 
the 1970s, it was about 7 percent. Today, it is close to 20 percent. These gains can be found in all 
regions of the country, including the South (the Bible belt, as it were). The trend is particularly evi-
dent among whites, among the young and among men. 

As a category, the nones can be further and more properly divided into the nones and the nons. 
Looking at it in that way, the nones are those who have not given up on faith, but only on organized 
religion. The nons, those who self-identify as atheist or agnostic, are less than a quarter of the group. 
With regard to the nones, many of these people have not deserted the faith, merely the institutional 
church.  

Why is it that the church does not seem relevant to ‘modern’ lives? Where has the church failed to 
communicate the power of God’s love to excite people’s lives and move them to live in more loving 
ways toward God and their neighbors? What are we as Christians, as people who say we love people 
and love Jesus, doing wrong? 

To be sure, some people reject organized religion because they see it as too dogmatic and rigid.  
Others are bored with the sameness of ritual and practice that doesn’t seem to make a difference in 
transforming the world as Jesus envisioned his followers would do. 

More importantly, there are those who have walked away from the church because the church has 
failed to communicate that following Jesus is not easy. The gospel demands and enables us to turn 
from our sin, to take up our cross, to die to ourselves, and to follow Jesus. Such faith requires a genu-
ine commitment to Jesus Christ. In Luke 9, Jesus encounters three would-be followers who were un-
able to follow him when they learned the seriousness of the commitment they would have to make. 
Faith can be expressed and experienced in a variety of ways, but there comes a time in each one’s 
journey when it is necessary clearly to declare the depth of that commitment. God’s place in our lives 
is neither a matter of convenience nor something that can be taken for granted or assumed. 

Truth is we don’t accept Christ, Christ accepts us. But in accepting our acceptance, we are choos-
ing to be a disciple of Christ. Adopting a life of discipleship cannot be a part-time or momentary com-
mitment. It is a life-changing shift in direction and priorities, in which our human needs and wants 
become subservient to the call of our Lord. 

There is a tendency to resist such a commitment. The journey Jesus walked was a difficult one, 
eventually ending in the cross. In an era of numerous choices and instant gratification, that kind of 
commitment is difficult to wrap our minds around. Jesus asks us to put him first, which makes all 
other priorities, including vocation and family, second or third. General George S. Patton, who com-
manded the U.S. Army in the European theatre in World War II, said, “Lead me, follow me, or get out 
of my way.”  Perhaps, Jesus calls us to think on such things when it comes to our commitment to 
him.  That’s food for thought! 



 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Trying to wrap up your life in a few words or paragraphs can be  
challenging, but I want to take a moment to “introduce” myself.  Many 

of you have already met me over the past year as the Minister of  
Congregational Care, but I am extremely excited to be wearing a new hat as 

of this month… Associate Pastor! 

A little bit about me:  I grew up as a military dependent, and have lived in 
Maine, North Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Norway, Germany, Colorado, Maryland, California, and 

now Virginia.  I graduated from Johns Hopkins 
University in 1992 with a B.A. in International Studies, with a  
focus on National Security Issues.  That was where I met my  

husband of 20 years, Douglass. 

I experienced a call to ministry my senior year in college, changed 
career direction entirely (I had planned on law school, not seminary!), and 
headed out to Claremont Theological School in Claremont, California.  My 

most exciting experience of my theological education was spending 
several months as a missionary in Almaty, Kazakhstan.   I completed my 

Master of Divinity degree in 1996 and was ordained that year.   I then served 
as a pastor in the California-Pacific Conference region of the United 

Methodist church, my most recent appointment being in the San Diego area. 

One of the transformational times of my life has been walking with my 
husband Doug through life-threatening illness since 2005.  He has 

spent months in the hospital and survived multiple surgeries.  Yet our 
struggles have given me increased faith, a deeper appreciation for the 

joys of life, and increased understanding of the pain that others experience 
in tragedy.   

We are so blessed to have two wonderful sons, Kieran, age 11 and 
Corwin, age 9.  In my free time, I enjoy reading, playing board 

games, role-playing games, knitting, crocheting, and crafts of all sorts. 
I truly hope to meet each one of you, hear your stories, and get to know 

you better.  My door is always open for introductions, good conversation, or 
just a quick chat.  Please let me know if there is anything I can do for you. 

I’d love to get together for lunch 
or coffee anytime! 

Thoughts 
from Kay 



 

Women’s Bible Study 

Group 

Summer 

Sunday School 

Class for Adults 
 

All interested adults are invited 
to Room 207, 9:30 a.m. on July 7 

for the beginning of our Summer Sunday School 
class, Faithlink.  This class will look at contemporary 
issues and how these issues relate to Christian liv-
ing.  Topics will be printed in the church bulletin 
one week in advance.  The topic for July 7 will be 
“Superman and Faith”  

Are you interested in 
joining a Women’s Bible 
Study group in the fall?  

Contact Sandy van 
Leliveld (258-3203) to 
participate and to help 

decide on study material. 

Welcome our new 

Minister of  Congregational Care . . .  

Helen Casey–Rutland 
 

When I was in college, my brother and I often met for church on Sunday mornings and then 
had lunch together. We both were students at William and Mary and the church we attended was 
Williamsburg United Methodist. Although at the time I could not imagine returning here as a pas-
tor, I am very happy to be joining the staff as Minister of Congregational Care.  

After college, I moved to Atlanta and enrolled in Candler School of Theology at Emory Univer-
sity. During six years in Atlanta, I completed my Master of Divinity degree, met and married my 
husband, Randy, served in a downtown UM ministry with the homeless, worked with the UM 
Council of Bishops on the Vital Congregations – Faithful Disciples Initiative, and was on the staff 
of an interdenominational senior adult service organization.  

In the years since, I have served appointments in Virginia and in Florida (where Randy was 
the Conference Treasurer), and I have spent some time on family leave. Randy and I have three 
20-year-old children, all college students: Elizabeth at Mt Holyoke College, Carter at Emory Uni-
versity, and Robert at William and Mary. For the past seven years, I have been the pastor of 
Grace UMC in Newport News.  

Randy and I both grew up in the church, the children of ministers. I have been nurtured and 
shaped by the music of the church, the rhythm of the church year, the stories of the Bible, and 
the people I have met through the various congregations of which I have been a part. As a pas-
tor, I have enjoyed teaching, working with immigrants, doing pastoral care, shaping creative wor-
ship, and participating in mission. I look forward to getting to know the people of this congrega-
tion as we seek together to bear witness to the good news of God’s love made known in Christ. 



 

Stephen Ministry 
 

The hymn, "I Love to Tell the Story," reminds us 
of Stephen Ministry.  Stephen Ministers share the 
love of Jesus by providing high-quality Christian 
care to an individual experiencing a crisis or a chal-
lenge such as illness, grief, divorce or any other dif-
ficult experience in life by listening and caring in a 
non-judgmental and totally confidential way. 

Lord, 

Teach us to Pray 
How can we know we are following “The Way” 

God intends for us to go?  Unfortunately, we often 
go our own way and maybe decide, as a last resort, 
we should pray for direction. 

The focus of the Virginia United Methodist Con-
ference under the leadership of our new Bishop 
Young Jin Cho is to center both our individual lives 
and our churches on prayer in order to receive 
God’s direction.  With that purpose in mind Wil-
liamsburg church is planning a Prayer Ministry to 
encourage prayer in all phases of our personal and 
church life. 

We now have prayer cards in 
the church pews, and the 
prayer chain via e-mail and 
phone.  Our plans are to 
have even more prayer op-
portunities starting in the 
fall.  Plans are in process 
now to have prayer stud-
ies, prayer vigils, prayer 
partners, and journaling for 
those who may be interested. 

As a beginning, please give sincere thought and 
prayer to your personal decisions each day.  As we 
plan and engage in ministry at our church, spend 
time in prayer for each one that we may make a 
real difference in individuals, our church, our com-
munity and our world. 

A prayerful attitude that leads to a life in all its 
fullness will bring you closer to God, walking, loving, 
trusting and seeking to serve Him.  When you de-
velop a deep fundamental and powerful relationship 
with God through prayer, your whole mind and 
heart will be ready to receive direction and power 
from Him. 

If you are interested in learning more about our 
new Prayer Ministry, please contact Rev. Kay Barré, 
kbarre@williamsburgumc.org, or Cindy Banek, 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org, at the church 
(229-1771) or Linda Rhodes (741-0041). 

 

“Pray without ceasing” - 1 Thessalonians 1:17 

Please join us in welcoming into 
the world 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Born May 24, 2013 to  

Jonathan & Beth Kilgore. 

Grandchildren of Nancy Kilgore, 

Penny Patton, and Robert Bruce! 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to 
all those born this month!  

It’s A 
!! 

Abigail Madison Kilgore 

William Patton Kilgore 

Zachary Arthur Kilgore 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

Summer Program 
  

We are excited that our Mother’s Day Out Summer Program has 
started.  We run from June 3 to July 26 in Rooms 202 and 204 from 9:00 
a.m. to noon.  It is a time for children 12 months to 4 years of age to 
make new friends, learn to take turns and follow directions, build self-
esteem in creating artwork and practicing self help skills, learn socializa-
tion with their peers through verbal communication, compromise and ne-
gotiation and learn to love and trust others.  We talk about colors, shapes, 
ABC’s and 123’s while having fun.  We also play on the play ground while 
developing gross motor skills and staying cool in the water. 

We do have a few spots available for summer.  You can also register 
for fall.  If you are interested, contact Juli Zacharias, Interim Director, 
(229-1771) or jzacharias@williamsburgumc.org. 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 

away during the month of 
June: 

Jean Armour 

Mary Janaro 

Mothers Day Out 

The UMM have no formal meetings during the 
summer but meet for breakfast and fellowship on 
July 13 and August 3 at The Capitol Pancake and 
Waffle House on Capitol Land-
ing Road at 8:00 a.m.   

For further information, 
contact Peter Morgan (220-
4749). 

mailto:jzacharias@williamsburgumc.org


 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? Do you have an 

article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to 
submit an article for publication in the Messenger, 
the deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  
Articles submitted should be typed or neatly printed, 
limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to 
editing for grammar, spelling and content.  They 
can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Another Painting Project Completed! 
 

A huge “thank you” goes to ECMS Board member, Bud Rho-
des, who organized a team of volunteers to clean and paint 
classrooms and restrooms on the third floor- rooms that are 
used by ECMS and Sunday school.   Bud’s band of merry volun-
teers included:  Jim Brown, Cindy Freeman, Ray Morgan, Elaine 
Reubush and Linda Rhodes.   

Thanks one and all!  
Bud Rhodes Elaine Reubush 

Limited Spaces Remaining for Children and Adults 
 

A few spaces remain in the music school’s second Summer Session, July 22 – 26.  
Morning and evening times are available for ages, 4 months – 5 years and Introduc-
tion to Keyboard is offered for 6 and 7 year-olds.  Group Piano for adults with some 
experience is being offered for the first time in the summer sessions.   

Questions?  Contact Cindy Freeman, (229-1771 ext 108). 

ECMS News 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
 

July 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Susanna Wesley Circle 
Covered dish luncheon at the home of 

Marilyn Riddle Wednesday, July 3, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle 
Dinner social at Center Street Grill Tuesday, July 
9, 6:00 p.m.  Dessert will follow at Sweet Frog. 

 

Carol Scott Circle 
no meeting  

 

Clarke/Heritage Circle 
no meeting 

 

Friendship Circle 
no meeting 

Jean Craig Circle 
no meeting 

 

Olive Casey Circle 
no meeting 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle 
no meeting 

 

Windsor Meade Circle 
No regular circle meetings planned for June, 

July, and August. 

 
Important Date to Remember 

 

UMW School of Christian Mission 
July 26-August 1 

Take Our Survey!! 
Let us hear from you about what means most to you at WUMC. Take our 
online survey on the WUMC website on the 50th anniversary page or use 
the link in the weekly e-notes. Hard copies of the survey are available at 

Connection Corner. 

Save the Date!! 
Sunday, July 21, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

Celebrate 50 years to the day from the groundbreaking of the James-
town Road church building. Plans include a potluck lunch and hymn sing. 
There will be displays of WUMC historical items as well as an exclusive 
presentation of the Colonial Williamsburg “Harvard Footage,” showing Duke 
of Gloucester street before and after the restoration, footage that includes 
views of the previous Methodist church buildings. 

 Have a classic car?  Plan to drive it to church that day! 

Celebrating 200 Years of Ministry & 50 Years on Jamestown Road!! 



 

The UMW Reading Program 
 

. . . it’s NOT JUST for United Methodist Women!!! 
 

The Reading Program has books in 5 categories of subject matter including Edu-
cation for Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, Spiritual Growth, and 
Leadership Development.  Our Church Library has a good selection on the shelf to 
the right as you enter.  Notify Debbie Lewis of any books that you read by August 
15.  Summer is a wonderful time for reading as you lie by the pool or on the beach, 
relax in your mountain cabin, or while riding on a plane or in the car (but not if 
you’re driving!!)   

Questions?  Contact Debbie Lewis (253-0626) or ladydebralee@cox.net. 

Bazaar News 
 

Holiday Items 

Holiday items will include all holidays not just Christmas!  The Clark / Heritage Circle is in 
charge of this booth at the bazaar this fall.  They hope to receive attractive items that could be 
used as centerpieces.  Candle sticks, holiday mugs, holiday plates or dishes, holiday themed 
placemats and runners are welcome.  Christmas tree decorations should be attractive for reuse 
in someone’s home.  Questions?  Contact Barbara Stanley (258-1331) or any member in that 
circle. 

 

Books 

Books, etc is always a popular booth.  We WANT your books, DVD’s, records (they do 
sell), playing cards, games, puzzles and stationery.  If you have similar articles, call Ruth Simp-
son (229-2070). 

 

Reminders: 

 

 

Collection Date 

The next day for accepting bazaar items is Friday, July 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in 
Room 303. 

  

Questions about donations should be directed to Carolyn Munro (259-9833) or Bonnie  Knizatko (253-
0992). 

Pennies from Heaven  

The vase is located at 
Connection Corner. 

Jewelry, etc.  

Both men’s and women’s 
jewelry are accepted.  
Questions?  Call Nancy 

Ward (229-5108). 

Jams, Jellies, Pickles  

Now is the time for canning 
and preserving! 

mailto:ladydebralee@cox.net


 

From the Trustee Corner 
 

It has been a while since we reported to you and thought you would be interested in seeing our 
2nd quarter accomplishments and improvements. 

 

Replacement of Drinking Water Cooler 

By now you have noticed the sign on our water cooler next to the Chapel that reads “out of or-
der”.  Soon the cooler will be replaced by the Joe Palentino Plumbing Company.  The cost for this 
project will be $1,000.00 and will be paid for from our own maintenance budget. 

 

Disaster Plan 

With many weather related storms occurring, the Peninsula District Office requested all churches 
update or organize a disaster plan.  Bud Voorhess, vice chair of the Trustees, adapted such a plan for 
our church and it was approved at our last meeting.  Bud is also working on details for a series of fire 
drills that are planned for the 3rd quarter. 

 

Hot Water Comes to the Narthex 

For years we have had no hot water in the bathrooms located in our Narthex.  Church members 
have shared their concerns about this inconvenience numerous times.  This work has now been com-
pleted and was paid from the Capital Projects budget for 2013. 

 

Skylight Maintenance Work 

With the approaching hurricane season, we have approved work in the atrium to be completed 
by the Warner Moore Company from Virginia Beach.  They will be replacing some gaskets and caulk-
ing the eight leaking skylights in the Atrium.  The cost will be approximately $3,500.  To replace the 
skylights will cost between $60,000 and $70,000 and will become part of our Long Range Mainte-
nance Program. 

 

Exterior Door Replacement 

The replacement of exterior doors on the south side of the educational wing nearest the deck will 
take place later this month by Troy Rapp.  The cost will be $2,500 and will be paid from our Capital 
Improvement Budget. 

 

Acceptance of painting 

The African painting by a noted artist auctioned last year to help finance the youth trip to Africa 
has been donated to the church by Scott & Cheryl Orr.  The Trustees elected to have the painting 
framed and placed in the youth center area. 

 

New Chimes for our Organ 

If you recall when the Peragallo Pipe Organ Company manufactured our organ, the chimes from 
the old organ were used to defray some cost.  A gift of $9,600 has been made to our church to in-
stall a new set of 25 Deagan Tubular Chimes with new striking action.  The contract for replacement 
has been signed with the Peragallo Company to complete the work with any remainder of the gift 
being placed into the Organ Perpetual Care Fund. 

 

We look forward to reporting to you again in the early fall.  Our next Trustee meeting will proba-
bly take place in late July or early August as we will be reviewing and planning business matters that 
need to be completed in the 4th quarter of 2013. 



 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

Financial information 
Your church thanks you for your continued financial support.  At the end of the first 

five months of the budget year, we are just a bit ahead of budget for income and just a 
little bit behind on the expenses.  As you all know, the church does not go on vacation dur-
ing the summer months.  The Finance Committee asks that you make every effort to keep 
your giving current.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

The Finance Committee and Church Council recently approved the WUMC Financial Pol-
icy Manual.  The Policy Manual contains 18 policy statements and 15 references and it is 
the bible for financial procedures at the church.  A copy of this manual has been placed in 
the Church Library.  It is located adjacent to the book of Finance Committee Minutes. 

The Standing Budget Committee has been charged with the development of the 2014 
Budget and will shortly start work developing a proposed budget that will be presented 
during the annual Stewardship Campaign this coming fall. 

This might be a good time to consider meeting your financial commitment through the 
gift of appreciated stock.  This is a wonderful way to both meet your commitment to the 
church and to avoid paying some income tax.  For more information please check with 
your financial advisor/broker or contact Joe Meadows (229-1771) at the church office. 

A new ministry is starting for quilters who are interested in using their gifts to serve 
WUMC.  If you are a new quilter or wish to learn, join us July 23 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 
309.  Simple lessons and blocks will be provided along with instruction.  Those with ex-
perience will have the option of quilting provided blocks or choosing their own.  

Call Krista France (812-369-6166) or krbales@hotmail.com for a supply list and information.  

mailto:krbales@hotmail.com


 

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

It’s Christmas in July with a number of new additions to our collection.  Whether you are escaping to the 
mountains, beach or staying close to home, before taking off or settling in, stop by the church library and 
check out the wide variety of selections available for your summer reading pleasure.  Among our most recent 
additions are:  N.T. Wright’s, How God Became King, Rachel Held Evan’s, Evolving in Monkey Town, A. 
J. Jacobs’, The Year of Living Biblically, Peter Rollins’, The Fidelity of Betrayal, and William Willimon’s, 
Who Will Be Saved.  Also just in is Job For Everyone, the latest volume in “The Old Testament for Every-
one” series given by Jan and Charley Skillman in memory of Marvin Willard.  Thanks to Holley Walling’s gra-
cious gift of the first 8 volumes in Marvin’s memory and the Skillman’s generous gift of the remaining vol-
umes as they are published, the entire set of this popular reference work will be dedicated to this very special 
friend of our church library and indeed of all who knew him.  Watch for the next volume, Part 1 of The 
Psalms due out in August.  

New for the children is the beautiful Children of God Storybook Bible by Desmond Tutu.  Archbishop 
Tutu retells more than fifty beloved Bible stories, “highlighting God’s desire for all people to love one another 

and to find peace and forgiveness in their hearts.”  This book, beautifully 
illustrated by artists from around the world, will draw children into the gar-
den with Adam and Eve, onto the ark with Noah and up into the mountains 
with Jesus. You will find this book displayed on the beautiful new bookcase 
in the children’s room.  Our thanks to Bob Simmons for constructing this 
much needed addition to our library.  Stop in soon and see all the wonderful 
books we are now able to showcase. 
  

“Books are lighthouses erected in the great sea of time.” – E.P. Whipple 

Library News 


